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IT’S A NEW DAY 
 

I invite you to join me in a new direction in the life of Trinity.  It has 
already begun in and around us but perhaps we haven’t yet noticed.  The old ways 
hang onto us making it difficult to experience the new.  It is time to shed the 
threadbare fabric of our old life and welcome the promise of a vibrant and 
faithful community of faith. 
 
Over the last decade Trinity has faced the challenge of difficult staff changes, 
declining financial resources and a loss of people who for many years provided 
consistent leadership.  Our attendance in worship and participation in 
opportunities for worship, fellowship and service has dwindled.  That has been 
our reality and now is a myth that must be dispelled. 
 
That is no longer who we are.  There is a spirit of renewal in this place - a 
sweet, sweet spirit that has emerged from the many new people who have joined 
this fellowship over the last couple of years.  Over 20 new folks have affiliated 
with Trinity over the last year.  That is exciting.  We have begun exciting 
partnerships with others, joining in interfaith gatherings focusing on meeting 
needs within the community.  Working with NHS Cares we have become part of a 
coalition of faith, business, health and community leaders, touching the lives of 
hundreds of youth in the work of alcohol and drug prevention and recovery. These 
are hopeful times for our church. This is good news to celebrate. 
 
Our declining financial support has forced reduction in staff but we have in this 
same period increased our support of mission beyond the local church.  Our 
outreach budget has increased by $5000 over the last decade and for the first 
time in years we have increased our financial support of the Diocese.  Over the 
last 5 years we have contributed over $93,000 to the work of the church beyond 
our four walls.  But there is more we can do. 
 
I am asking the vestry to restore funding for our work with children and youth in 
the parish.  This may take the form of a part-time youth worker or whatever will 
best serve us.  To make that happen and continue to do the work we are currently 
called to do we need to increase our pledged income by 7%.  You can do that math 
and figure out what that would mean for your pledge to the church.  It can’t 
happen without your commitment.  Just to be clear, I am not asking for a one time 
increase as it does no good to fund a ministry for just one year.  This is a 
commitment going forward.  And this is only one small step toward changing our 
course at Trinity.   
 
A new day, a new direction, a renewed commitment to be the church. 
 
        Faithfully, 
          
         

 
The Rev. Richard L. Vinson, Rector 
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October 2018 
 
Dear Trinity members, 
 
In the immortal words of Yogi Berra, it’s déjà vu all over again. As this fiscal year draws to an 
end, my attention turns to the challenge of preparing next year’s 2019 budget. And, once again, 
that challenge starts with you. 
 
There is no mystery to our budget requirements. Fixed expenses (personnel, utilities, building 
and property maintenance) are in the range of $400 - $425k depending upon weather and/or 
unpredictable repairs. Our fund raising expenses are approximately $25k assuming typical 
Lobsterfest and St. Nick/Cookie bake events. Our mission expenses (Mission Philly, Diocesan 
Pledge, Outreach, Church School and Adult Ed) are the variables dependent upon the success of 
our fundraising and other income generation. That’s it. 
 
The mystery arises with the income sources. Plate donations, fundraising and other sources 
(church rent, Day School contribution, and miscellaneous donations) have typically contributed 
approximately 25% of our income. The key to a healthy budget is your pledge commitment.  
I’m encouraged and optimistic by virtue of the continued participation of our “regular” 
parishioners and the hope that our new members will confirm their participation with a pledge.  
On behalf of the Wardens and Vestry, I encourage all of you to participate with a realistic 
pledge using the form below.  No amounts are too small or too large, but the early commitment 
contributes to a realistic budget and support of our mission objectives. 
 
With sincere gratitude, 

    Gary C. Wilmore, Treasurer  
 

 
 

 
2019 Pledge Campaign Financial Commitment  

Trinity Episcopal Church 
6587 Upper York Road 
PO Box 377 
Solebury, PA 18963     
(215) 297-5135 

 
 
Name: __________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________ 
 
City, State Zip: ___________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________ 
 
Phone #: ________________________________ 
 

 

Thank you for your support of Trinity Episcopal Church!  
 

In gratitude to God I/we pledge the following for the year 2019: 
 
 
       $_____________ 
 
 
 

Signature:   
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